
                    Save Sutro Forest

Mount Sutro Forest

The beautiful eucalyptus cloud forest on Mt Sutro has been there for over 100 years. It's the largest, oldest 
and most dense forest in San Francisco.  On the 61 acres owned by UCSF there are approximately 45,000 
trees,     an average tree density of 740 trees per acre.  The lush understory of both native and non-native 
plants and shrubs provides excellent wildlife habitat, with food and shelter for birds and animals. On the 
summit, there's a 1.5 acre native plant garden.

The dense forest offers a wonderful sense of seclusion from urban sounds and sights.  It provides a sound 
barrier between the active portions of the campus and the surrounding community, particularly the Edgewood 
neighborhood, and a windbreak, sheltering the Forest Knolls and Edgewood / Woodland neighborhoods.

Proposed UCSF Project

UCSF has just released the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Mount Sutro Management 
Project.  The DEIR proposes to remove non-native trees and plants and convert most of the forest to native 
species.      Listed here are the main proposals of the DEIR:

The UCSF project proposes to destroy tens of thousands of trees - potentially over 30,000 - thinning 43 
acres of the forest from 740 trees per acre to about 50 trees per acre and 2 acres to only 12 -15 trees per acre.

The UCSF project proposes to eliminate 90 % or more of the understory habitat by mowing, spraying 
pesticide, and/or goat grazing for at least 5 years.  They expect somehow to destroy the entire understory 
without also destroying the intertwined native shrubs.  

The stumps of destroyed trees will be prevented from re-sprouting either by spraying with highly toxic Garlon 
pesticide, or by covering the stumps with tarps.  They will experiment with these methods for one year before 
deciding what to do for the remainder of the project.



 

 Mount Sutro before trees were planted / View from Carl & Cole

The DRAFT EIR predicts a “significant” increase in noise levels from the active portions of the UCSF 
campus in the Edgewood neighborhood that cannot be mitigated and is therefore “unavoidable.”  

The DRAFT EIR also predicts increased wind in some of the neighborhoods on the leeward side, the 
southern and eastern edges, resulting from the loss of the windbreak provided by the trees.  

The DRAFT EIR predicts that the few trees that remain will be vulnerable to windthrow (falling down from 
the roots) because they are exposed to greater wind than they are adapted to.  They plan to “monitor” the trees 
that remain and remove any trees judged to be hazardous.  This could result in the eventual destruction of 
all the existing trees when the project is fully implemented.    

The DRAFT EIR predicts no increased erosion after elimination of thousands of trees because the roots of the 
dead trees will retain the soil.  But those roots will die in 3 to 5 years, rot in a few more years, and ultimately no 
longer stabilize the soil. You can read the Draft EIR here:   http://campusplanning.ucsf.edu/pdf/
Mount_Sutro_EIR_1-16-13_with_Appendices.pdf.

FIVE WAYS TO HELP

• Write to Governor Jerry Brown. Address c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173, Sacramento, CA 95814; 
Phone: (916) 445-2841; Fax: (916) 558-3160. For email, use the contact form at http://gov.ca.gov/
m_contact.php

• Write to the Board of Regents to ask why a Public Medical Institution is engaging in such a 
controversial, expensive, and environmentally destructive act.  Address:   Office of the Secretary and 
Chief of Staff to the Regents, 1111 Franklin St., 12th Floor, Oakland, CA 94607

Email address: regentsoffice@ucop.edu        Fax: (510) 987-9224

• Sign the Petition to save the forest (if you haven't already):  SaveSutro.com, look for the green button

• Sign on to SaveSutro.com and SFForest .net for ongoing information and analysis 

• Find us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/SaveSutro
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